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CONTROL
FAMILY TRAVEL TIPS 
FOR THE HOLIDAYS
Spend a hassle-free holiday 
vacation with your family by 
following these simple tips.
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TCVB: MOVING 
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TRANSFORMATION 
THROUGH TOURISM
The Tarlac Convention and 
Visitors Bureau boosts tourism 
efforts to promote Tarlac.

BELENISMO SA TARLAC
The art of belen-making makes 
the province of Tarlac one of the 
must-visit destinations during 
this holiday season.

TARLAC HOTELS
Choose from a list of premiere 
hotels to suit a traveler’s need 
to relax and unwind for the 
holidays.
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PATHWAYS
SAN FERNANDO HERITAGE 
DISTRICT
Step into the past and revisit the old 
architecture of San Fernando, Pampanga.

SHOWDOWN 
OF LIGHTS
Learn the historical and cultural 
value of the colorful lights of San 
Fernando’s Giant Lantern Festival. 

ON THE COVER

Tarlac’s Belenismo
A celebration of the skills and 
creativity of Tarlaquenos, the 

Belenismo is a yearly tradition 
that started in 2007.  This 

showcase of belens made 
from indigenous materials has 
granted the province of Tarlac 
the opportunity to be dubbed 

as the Belen Capital of the 
Philippines. 

CHrISTMAS A LA 
NORTH: A SHOPPING 
GUIDE
Experience a different type 
of Christmas shopping by 
rummaging for local finds from the 
North.
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C O N T I N U E D

Dear Friends,

Welcome to North Philippines, especially to our 
balikbayan friends! I invite you to explore the exciting 
events and destinations that make North Philippines a 
great place to visit this Holiday Season.

In order to help our visitors, the North Philippines 
Visitor Bureau (NPVB), a private sector tourism 
organization that aims to boost tourism in the Ilocos 
Region, Cagayan Valley, the Cordilleras and Central 
Luzon through meetings, incentives, conventions and 
exhibitions (MICE), comes out with its 4th issue of 
Northbound Magazine, a free quarterly visitors’ guide to 
the region.

This Christmas issue of Northbound features the Tarlac 
Convention and Visitors Bureau (TCVB) and the 
Pampanga Convention and Visitors Bureau (PCVB), 
and their exciting seasonal events – the Belenismo 
of Tarlac, and the Giant Lantern Festival, Sinukwan 
Festival and Pampanga Day celebrations of Pampanga. 
We also feature Pampanga’s culinary delights and outlet 
shopping at Robinson’s Starmills Pampanga in San 
Fernando. 

Also in this issue, NPVB welcomes SMART as a 
corporate partner in the promotion of tourism in North 
Philippines. To SMART, we look forward to a fruitful 
year for North Philippines tourism.

We are sure you will enjoy this third issue of 
Northbound Magazine.

Once again, welcome to North Philippines, where we 
invite you to enjoy the festivals, shopping and culinary 
traditions you will find throughout the region.

VINCE ARANETA
Executive Director

DECEMBER-FEBRUARY
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Discover the authentic taste of 
Pampanga cooking that dates 
back to the old Spanish era.

A road trip to the north 
can just be the worthwhile 
present to a balikbayan.

EATING IN 
PAMPANGA

HOMEBOUND: 
BALIKBAYAN’S 
ROUTE
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NORTH
BOUND

I was able to grab a copy of your 
magazine during my stay in one of 
the hotels in North Philippines.
I must say that you did a good 
job!!! When I thought that I know 
everything there is to knew about 
North Philippines, your magazine 
tells me otherwise. I can’t wait to 
grap a copy of your next issue and 
see what is in-store for me. Thanks 
and more power!

K arl    A balos  
Asst. Operations Manager
First Magellan

I love your water-adventure theme on 
issue 3. I was able to surf in La Union 
last month and it was exhilarating!!! 
Thanks to the Surf Gurus listed on 
your magazine They were really 
helpful. Next on my list is exploring 
Callao Cave and white water rafting 
in Cagayan River. :)

K areen    C ru  z
Travel Enthusiast

Send us your feedback, comments 
or suggestions at northbound@
northphilippines.org

H.E. Gloria Macapagal Arroyo wishes 
to convey her heartfelt gratitude 
for the copy of the 3rd issue of 
NorthBound Magazine that you sent 
her.

We wish you much success, blessings 
and bright future.

D I R .  C EL S O  L .  CA I N G LE T
Correspondence Director
Office of the President of the 
Philippines
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CRUISE CONTROL

It is that time of the year once again when 
loved ones and relatives come together to 
enjoy the holiday season. Most families use this 
opportunity to bond with their kids and provide 
them a chance to travel.  While traveling with 
your family can be a lot of fun, it can also mean 
a lot of work. Keep in mind these simple tips to 
make your vacation more enjoyable and hassle-
free:

•	 Get the right mindset.  Treat 
your trip as an adventure and 
remember to have a positive 
attitude even when you 
encounter some discomfort 
along the way.  Leave the 
cranks at home this time, 
especially if you have kids 
traveling with you.

•	 When traveling via plane, 
choose seats that are in 
close proximity to the 
wings.  These are more 

If symptoms persist, consult your doctor.

Take

FATIGUE & DIZZINESSCOLD SWEAT

RAPID BREATHING NAUSEA & VOMITING

Motion sickness can 
strike anyone. Anytime.

A S C  R e f .  N o .  U 0 8 0 P 0 5 2 7 0 9 D

Family Travel Tips
for theHolidays

stable and will allow your kids 
to experience less movement 
when the plane takes flight.

•	 Bring a first-aid kit with you to 
make sure you are equipped for 
emergencies on the road.

•	 An hour before leaving, take an 
anti-dizziness tablet.  Keeping 
up with your family might be a 
challenge.  Reserve your energy 
for the bonding time with your 
kids and loved ones.
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ADVERTISING FEATURE

An old saying goes, ‘Difficult is 
done at once, the impossible 
takes a little longer.’ So when 

Khoo Swee Chiow and Buzzy Budlong 
set out to be the first team to kayak the 
entire length of the Philippines, they 
weren’t exactly interested in the difficult.

After the 88-day journey paddling 
across the Philippine archipelago, the 
Friendship Kayak Expedition Team of 
Singaporean adventurer Khoo Swee 
Chiow and Filipino explorer Buzzy 
Budlong (Team Habagat) completed the 
3025 km journey from Glan, Sarangani 
to Pagudpud, Ilocos Norte on November 
26, 2009.

A Rough Start at Shore
With only a one hour window to 

retrieve the kayaks from the customs 
office in Davao, everyone waited with 
bated breath to get a glimpse of the 
precious cargo. “If we don’t get the 
kayaks out by today, we have no choice 
but to delay the start day by another two 
days,” says a worried Swee Chiow “The 
next day is a holiday and it’s now 4PM 
and the customs closes at 5PM. We only 
have an hour!” 

After making it through customs the 
team hurried to check on the shipment, 
excited to finally see the kayaks. But 
when they opened the container, 
excitement turned to panic as the kayaks 
were not sitting on the floor but stacked 
one on top of the other.

“Buzzy’s kayak was okay, but mine 
was at the bottom squeezed between one 
of the container’s walls and a wooden 
crate,” says Swee Chiow “I was a little 
bit worried because the pressure point 
was on the hull, but at that point I 
couldn’t tell yet if there was any damage 
as the bubble wrap was still intact.” 

Unfortunately, Swee Chiow’s instincts 
proved correct. Upon careful inspection 
the night before the launch the team 
discovered that the method of packing 
in the container resulted in a crack in the 
fiberglass outer shell of the kayak hull. 
“Fortunately the construction of the kayak 
involves an inner Kevlar (bulletproof vest 
material) lining which resisted cracking. 
Marine epoxy was applied to repair the 
crack and we were back on track,” says 
Toby Martin, Expedition Manager.

And this signaled the beginning of 
the Friendship Kayak team’s expedition.

Troubles at Sea
Being caught in the midst of a freak 

storm, capsizing, losing cellphone signal, 
equipment being swept by strong waves 
and their support boat almost going under 
because of a punctured hull – all in the 
first three days of the Friendship Kayak 
Expedition.

While some might be deterred, the 
team continued on. “This expedition 
has been aptly called Friendship Kayak 
because it’s the friendship of the people of 
this land that has made it possible for us 
to come this far and we owe it to them to 
finish this expedition,” says Swee Chiow. 

But the team met their biggest 
obstacle when they were hit by Typhoon 
Ondoy at open sea as Swee Chiow 
recounts their ordeal on his blog at www.
friendshipkayak.com.

‘Mindanao is feeling the effect too. 
The past 4 days have been very hard 
going. Struggling against the headwind is 
exhausting and being tossed about in the 
huge waves was no fun at all. I estimate 
the wind consistently at least 50km/h 
gusting up to 80km/h.’

“My prayers go out to all Filipinos 
who have been devastated by Typhoon 

Friendship Kayak 
Expedition Team 
Paddles On

Ondoy (Ketsana),” says Swee Chiow 
“I am also overwhelmed at how much 
the spirit of teamwork and courage 
abound among Filipinos, who are 
tirelessly lending a helping hand through 
different organizations for victims of the 
calamity.”

“Sana huwag panghinaan ng loob 
lahat ng mga kababayan natin. Keep the 
faith,” says Buzzy “Let’s come together 
as a nation in these trying times. 
For those that weren’t badly affected 
please donate your time to volunteer 
organizations in giving out relief goods.”

Paddling On
“Remember, when you decide to 

try something seemingly impossible, 
miracles begin,” says Swee Chiow, who, 
along with the whole team was hoping 
for exactly that to happen.  It did. 

The expedition’s manager, Toby 
Martin also shares Swee Chiow’s 
concerns, “We envision this expedition 
to provide the first official kayak thru-
trail in the Philippines but we fear that 
it’s not that the route was difficult or 
that it was impossible to achieve, but a 
shortage of funds that might cause an 
end to our expedition.” 

It’s this positive resolve that kept 
the Friendship Kayak Expedition Team 
paddling on to the finish line.

ROX is the biggest outdoor sports 
and recreation hub in Asia with three 
levels of all outdoor sports recreation 
gears and equipment and carries top-
of-the line brands such as COLUMBIA 
SPORTSWEAR which is the official 
outfitter of the Friendship Kayak 
Team. Visit R.O.X.  at Bonifacio High 
Street, B1 ROX Building, Taguig City, 
Philippines. Tel: +632 8564639, check 
out or website http://roxphilippines.
multiply.com/ or email us at rox.cs@
primergrp.com.

COLUMBIA SPORTWEAR is also 
available at SM the Block, Festival Mall 
Alabang, Gateway Mall, Greenbelt 5, 
Limketkai, SM Cebu, SM Mall of Asia 
and SM Megamall. 
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Tarlac Convention
and Visitors Bureau: 
Moving Towards Transformation 

through Tourism

Represented in one of the rays of the 
sun in the Philippine flag, the province 
of Tarlac has been a true testament of 
nationalism, being one of the provinces 
that has revolted successfully against the 
Spaniards.  It has also produced a number 
of notable Filipinos who exemplify the 
spirit of heroism – Francisco Makabulos, 
Carlos P. Romulo (First Asian UN 
President) and Ninoy and Cory Aquino 
to name a few.  More than having a rich a 
history and being a cradle of nationalism, 
Tarlac still has a lot to offer to enrich 
a visitor’s travel experience and at the 
forefront of this drive to make people 
aware of the province’s tourism potential is 
the Tarlac Conventions & Visitors Bureau 
(TCVB).

Created in 2007, TCVB envisions 
itself to be the lead organization to 
help transform Tarlac into a major 
tourist destination by the year 2012.  It 
aims to identify the strengths of the 
province’s tourism potential, spearhead 
the enhancement of the province as a 
destination, promote its best products 
and services and maintain and manage 
a sustainable program of cultural and 
sporting events. 

Concrete steps being undertaken 
by the TCVB to achieve these goals 
include organizing and co-organizing 
events such as the Belenismo of Tarlac, 
Ninoy Aquino Intercollegiate Debate, 
Kasalang Tarlaqueno and the Pilgrimage 
to the Relic of True Cross.  To promote 
the province’s products and services, 
TCVB has also participated in numerous 
tourism fairs and conventions here and 

abroad such as Libo Para Sa Turismo, 
North Philippines, Culture of Diversity 
(Intramuros). The bureau has also 
introduced the “Tara Tarlac” campaign 
that aims to inform people about what’s 
in store for them in Tarlac.  Future efforts 
of TCVB to continue revitalizing tourism 
activities in the province include having 
more events like holding the biggest cake 
festival, building a strong online marketing 
plan, familiarization tours and providing 
AVPs and paraphernalia for interested 
parties.  One of the major projects that 
they also wish to complete is a one-stop 
shot along McArthur Highway where 
tourists can get products, services and 
information about Tarlac.

Evidently, the province has come a 
long way in terms of tourism but there is 
still a lot to gain from pushing its potential 
to the limit.  From being a “just passing 
through” destination, it is now known for 
pilgrimages and historical sites, tourist 
events like the Maltatarlak and Belenismo, 
an alternative weekend getaway that can 
offer both relaxation and adventure, with 
Capas being the gateway to Mt. Pinatubo 
and Timangguyob Falls in San Clemente 
and one of the best venues for meetings 
and conventions with its affordable and 
quality hotels and restaurants.

With TCVB at the forefront, Tarlac 
can count on a continuous transformation 
that will further get the province 
recognized as a cradle of heroes and 
history, a blossoming agricultural and 
ecological system and a melting pot of arts 
and culture.  

CENTER STAGE

By SOL RACELIS

Launch of Panagbenga 
2010
November 16 

Opening Parade
February 1 

Market Encounter
Feb 1-Mar 7

Legarda Rocks
February 12-14

Chinese New Year
February 13

Fluvial Parade
February 14

Camelot on the Lake
February 14

Let A Thousand Flowers 
Bloom
February 20

PMA Homecoming 
February 20-22

Grand Street Parade
February 27

PANAGBEGA 2010
CALENDAR OF MAJOR ACTIVITIES
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Abanao Nights 
February 26-28

Grand Float Parade
February 28

Session Road in Bloom
March 1-7

Pony Boys Day
March 6
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Microtel Tarlac is a 50-room hotel 
located in Hacienda Luisita and 
accessible to one of the best golf 
courses in the country - Luisita 
Golf and Country Club.  It is part 
of an international chain of hotels 
under the Wyndham Hotel Group 
with 330+ properties worldwide. 
Wyndham is the world’s largest 
lodging franchise with about 6,500 
hotels in 59 countries.  Microtel 
Tarlac offers unique packages for 
golfers, leisure market, groups 
that require venue for meetings, 
conferences and other social 
functions. For reservations, please 
call (02) 899 7171 or visit our 
website at www.microtel-tarlac.
com.  

TARLAC  HOTELS
With the holiday season in full swing, visitors of the province 
of Tarlac need not worry about a place to stay.  A number of 
good hotels and resorts can be found in the province that 
make one’s stay equally enjoyable and cheerful, just like 
every holiday should be.

Microtel La Maja Rica 
Hotel

Central Park 
Hotel

Azaya Garden 
Resort

A relaxing haven that reflects 
intimacy, individuality and stylish 
creativity in each of its hotel room, 
Central Park Hotel is one of the 
most elegantly designed hotels in 
Tarlac.  It is also close to Luisita 
Golf and Country Club, considered 
to be one of the Top 100 Golf 
Courses in the world.  The golf 
course was designed by Robert 
Trent Jones Sr.  For dining needs, 
the hotel’s Bistro Azucar is designed 
to delight a discerning guest’s palate 
and appetite with its fusion of 
international cuisines.

Guests can also relax at the Las 
Haciendas de Luisita Clubhouse 
with its swimming pool, covered 
tennis court and basketball court 
and steam bath. A shuttle service is 
also provided by the hotel for guests 
who wish to do a tour of the Luisita 
Golf and Country Club.

With its close-to-nature ambiance, 
Azaya Garden Resort is just the 
perfect getaway to have that relaxing 
holiday vacation. Chosen as one of 
the best wedding destination in the 
province and also the first wedding 
venue in Tarlac to be featured in 
Wedding Essentials, guests can 
enjoy the lush green setting for 
other social gatherings like debuts 
and corporate events. 

The resort also offers three tour 
packages that guests can take 
pleasure in - the Mt. Pinatubo 
Adventure Package, the Farm 
Experience Package which includes 
fishing, boating, kite-flying and 
fruit picking among other activities 
and the Pilgrimage Package to the 
Church of the Risen Christ in San 
Jose.

A boutique hotel located along the 
National Highway, La Maja Rica 
Hotel boasts of deluxe amenities 
such as colored TV with cable 
channels and air-conditioned 
roos, centralized solar-powered 
heating system for hot water usage, 
telephone with NDD/IDD and 24 
hours standby generators assuring 
no power interruption. Guests 
can also enjoy sumptuous Asian, 
Continental and Asian cuisines at 
La Maja Rica Café and unwind at 
the Patio Bar by the poolside.  The 
hotel also has function and meeting 
rooms for seminars, cocktails, 
parties, wedding and other 
gatherings.

Luisita, Tarlac 2301, Philippines

Tel:	 (63.45) 985.1770
Fax:	 (63.45) 985.1975
Mobile:	 (63.927) 723.8454
Email:	 tarlac@microtel.ph
Website:	 www.microtel-tarlac.com

La Maja Rica Hotel, Mac Arthur Hi-way 
corner Ligtasan Street, Tarlac City.

Tel: 	 (63.45) 611-20-53 to 57 
Fax: 	 (63.45) 611-20-51

Central Park Hotel  Luisita Business Park, 
Hacienda Luisita, San Miguel, Tarlac City 

Tel:	 (63.45) 985-1912 or 24 
Fax: 	 (63.45) 985-0683
Email: 	 cph_tarlac@yahoo.com.ph

Mc Arthur Highway, Estrada, Capas Tarlac.

Tel:	 (63.45) 985-0045
Mobile:	 (63) 920-945118

17
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CENTERSTAGE

By Shei Datinguinoo

In this landlocked province of Tarlac, north of Manila and 
hometown of practically who’s who of Philippine politics and 
society, organizers attempt to stage the third and definitive 
year of “Belenismo sa Tarlac”, which if successful (which is 
almost guaranteed), will declare the province the “Belen 
Capital of the Philippines”.

A FESTIVAL IN INFANCY
It was in July 2007 when Reverend 

Father Alex Bautista (then leader of 
Diocese of Tarlac’s Commission for 
the Cultural Heritage of the Church) 
brought up the idea to Ms. Isabel 
Cojuangco-Suntay of the Tarlac 
Heritage Foundation. Soon thereafter, 
Father Bautista and Ms. Suntay 
drummed up enough buzz that they 
were able to gain the support of the 
Provincial Government of Tarlac, 
the Tarlac Convention and Visitors 

Bureau, and major sponsor San Miguel 
Corporation, whose head Danding 
Cojuangco, Jr. is himself a proud son of 
the province. 

And so “Belenismo sa Tarlac” was 
born and announced as a festival of the 
art of belen-making. Its main event is 
the showcase of belen entries all over the 
province and the awarding of the best 
belen made of indigenous materials. This 
year, categories launched were: 1. Grand, 
for belens higher than three meters. 
(a) Municipal (b) Non-municipal (c) 
Congressional 2. Monumental, for 
lower than three meters 3. Diorama 
in 120 length x 80 height x 80 depth  
4. Personal, for high school students 
around Tarlac

 What started with the Tarlac 
clergy’s mission to remind the people of 
the true meaning of Christmas (birth 
of the infant Jesus) had, in the process, 
borne fruits out of the spiritual realm. 
For one, Belenismo united the whole 
of Tarlac by not only involving all 17 
of its municipalities and its lone city 
but all establishments, government and 
non-government agencies, and every 
Tarlaqueño in the contest. Secondly, 
it had brought out the innate artistry 
of Tarlaqueños, as evidenced by the 
belen’s creative use of various indigenous 
materials such as abaca, corn and 
coconut husks, banana stalks, bamboo, 
and dayami, and recycling of packaging 
of various San Miguel products.

 Another by-product of the festival 
is its tourism and economic benefits. 
The colorful and exquisite belens are 
a sight to behold, making Tarlac a 
destination-must for everyone during 
our long holiday season. Generating 
tourism-traffic is of course correlated 
to increased economic dynamism as 
tourists are guaranteed to spend for 
accommodations, food, and other 
necessities. 

BELENISMO AS A COTTAGE 
INDUSTRY

This year, organizers of the festival 
aim to add another dimension into the 
picture – the birth of a province-wide 
cottage industry devoted to the craft 
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of belenismo. Its goal is to make Tarlac 
a one-stop shop for belens, and to be 
a talent pool of belenistas by which 
LGUs and citizens can choose from for 
their own belen productions. Tarlac also 
wishes to share its belenismo expertise 
to the rest of the country by holding 
consultancy services to other entities/
municipalities wanting to learn about 
this craft. 

Catch this year’s Diorama and 
Personal entries on display Mondays 
to Fridays from November 23, 2009 to 
January 6, 2010 at the Museo Ng Tarlac. 
Weekend viewings are by appointment 
only for groups of tourists. 

For more information, contact Engr. 
Elmer Bulaon of the Tarlac Provincial 
Tourism Office at (045) 982-1234 loc. 
148. 

BELENISMO
– the art of building belens, or nativity 
scenes

BELENISTA 
– a person who makes belens
 
The art of belen-making started in 
Spain, with the first association of 
belenistas traced as far back as 1858.

Criteria for Judging
 
Personal Category
Lighting effects 	 20%
Details and realism 	 50%
Artistic merit		  30%
 
All other categories
Lighting effect 		 20%
Creativity		  50%
Artistic merit 		  30 %

Aug. 31, 2009 – Oct. 31, 2009
Registration			 
November 12, 2009 
Final Set Up for all Categories	
November 14 – 15, 2009 
Pre-judging all Categories		
November 21, 2009 
Final judging all Categories
December 6, 2009
Awarding Ceremonies		

Belenismo sa 
Tarlac 2009
The Art of Making Belen
Calendar of Activities
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Schedule of Activities
 
January 10
Mutya ng Lungsod ng Tarlac 2010
Swimsuit and Casual Competition
Star Homes Hotel
3:00 p.m. 
             
January 11
Opening Ceremony
Plazuela
3:00 p.m.
 
January 12
Mutya ng Lungsod ng Tarlac 2010
Talent Competition
Plazuela
8:00 p.m.

January 16
Malatarlak Cultural & Variety Show
Plazuela 
7:00 p.m. 
 
January 17
Malatarlak Queen of Festival
Search for Mutya ng Lungsod ng Tarlac 
2010 
Plazuela 
7:00 p.m.
 
January 18
Malatarlak Street Dancing Competition
Plazuela
3:00 p.m. 
 
January 19
8th Malatarlak Grand Festival Parade 
with the Stars
3:00 p.m. 

Barangay Cultural Night with Comedy 
Show
7:00 p.m. 

Presentation of Mutya ng Lungsod ng 
Tarlac 2010 
10:00 p.m.

Fireworks Display 
11:00 p.m.
     
January 20
Closing Ceremony
Grand Ballroom Dancing
Grand Aerial Fireworks Display
Plazuela
7:00 p.m.

8th MALATARLAK FESTIVAL
January 10 to 20, 2010

Schedule of Activities

December 4
Opening of Rimat ti Amianan
10:00 a.m.

December 6
Search for Mutya ng Kabataan
City Plaza Auditorium
8:00 p.m.

December 11
Food Festival
City Plaza Auditorium
6:00 p.m.

December 12
Ginoong Filipinas-La Union
Talent Search
CSI Mall
3:00 p.m.

December 20 
Closing Program of Rimat ti Amianan
Awarding Ceremonies
People’s Hall
3:00 p.m.

Ginoong Filipinas-La Union Search Night
City Plaza Auditorium
8:00 p.m.

Lectures

8:00 a.m. at Bahay Kubo

December 10
Empanada Making Lecture

December 14
Seaweed Processing

December 15
Climate Change / Plastic Processing

December 16
Salted Egg & Peanut Processing

December 17
Abalone Culture

Rimat ti Amianan 2009
Treasures of the North
Trade Expo and Night Market
December 4 to 20, 2009
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SAN FERNANDO

HERITAGE DISTRICT
In line with a popular salawikain 

which goes “Ang hindi lumingon sa 
pinanggalingan ay hindi makakarating 
sa paroroonan,” San Fernando firmly 
believes that its history, heritage and 
culture are vital tools in the advance 
towards further progress.

In 2004 as well, the historic core of 
the city was declared a heritage zone 
through a city ordinance. Several of 
the structures have been declared by 
the National Historical Institute as 
part of our national heritage. While all 
heritage structures are protected by the 
ordinance.

Most of the structures are concen-
trated along Consunji Street, Tiomico 
Street and Capitol Boulevard. These 
include the Metropolitan Cathedral 
of San Fernando, San Fernando Train 
Station and Death March Marker, 
Pampanga Capitol and Provincial Jail, 
PASUDECO Sugar Central and the 
Lazatin, Hizon-Singian, Consunji, 
Ocampo, Henson-Hizon, and Hizon 
Houses among many others.

Unknown to many, the town 
proper of San Fernando may be 
the only one in the country where 
motorized tricycles are prohibited. 
You can in fact, still enjoy a kalesa 
ride around the old quarter. So before 
watching the Giant Lantern Festival, 
why not take a journey back to San 
Fernando’s storied past with a visit to 
city’s heritage district.  

By Ivan Anthony Henares

At the heart of 
downtown San 

Fernando, Pampanga is 
the historic poblacion, 
replete with remnants 

of the city’s rich 
architectural heritage 

and history. These 
architectural legacies, 

together with the 
intangible culture of 

the city, are the focus 
of the urban renewal 

program of the City of 
San Fernando called 

“Preserving Heritage for 
Progress.” In fact, the 

program was recognized 
as one of the Top 10 
Best Practices of the 

League of Cities of 
the Philippines, and a 

Trailblazing Program of 
the Galing Pook Awards 

both in 2004.

LAZATIN HOUSE

CONSUNJI HOUSE HENSON-HIZON HOUSE

ARCHDIOCESAN CHANCERY / DISON HOUSE SINGIAN HOUSE

SANTOS-HIZON HOUSEMETROPOLITANT CATHEDRAL OF SAN FERNANDO
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December 1-10
Agro-Industrial Trade 
Fair

December 1
Macario Arnedo Park 
Blessing Unveiling of 
NHI Markers Grand 
Parade Serenata
Lighting of Christmas 
Tree

438th Aldo ning 
Kapampangan

December 2
Food Festival

December 3
Gulayan Festival
Largest Bringhe

December 4
Mutya Ning 
Kapampangan 
(Pre-Pageant)

December 10
Mutya Ning 
Kapampangan 
(Coronation Night)

December 11
Most Outstanding 
Kapampangan 
Awards 2009
Grand Ball for the 
Province

The PASUDECO Sugar Central along Capitol Boulevard stands as a testament to the 
resiliency of the Kapampangans as a people and their continuous drive towards progress 
and development. An inherent part of the heritage district of the City of San Fernando, 
this storied structure, a fine example of industrial heritage, is ripe for adaptive reuse and 
conservation. This proposition yearns for an architect or urban planner with the vision, 
imagination and genius to incorporate this historical structure into the 21st century 
community that will be built around it.  

PASUDECO SUGAR CENTRAL
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CHRISTMAS  A LA  NORTH:
A Shopping Guide

By Shei Datinguinoo

This season, why not get out of your old Christmas shell and 
go for an all out North Philippines-inspired celebration? 
Flaunt your shopping-savvy and your nationalistic streak 
by buying all-Northern, all-Filipino Christmas furnishings, 

decors, and gifts for your home and your loved ones!

Gas up and load up on excitement. This is 
no way your boring mall tour. Neither is this 
a grueling elbow-to-elbow pilgrimage ala-
Divisoria holiday rush. Gear up the whole 
family or anyone with an adventure gene, 
but no Scrooges please! A holiday road trip 
beckons.

HOME FURNISHINGS
There is no other ubiquitous Christmas 

symbol in the country than the “parol” 
(lantern). This year, invest on a one-of-a-
kind parol by stopping by Pampanga. Just 
outside of Manila, Pampanga and the City 
of San Fernando in particular, is where the 
Christmas spirit literally never dies. Lantern 
making is a craft that Kapampangans do 
year-round, to accommodate the demand 

come holiday season. For the budget-
conscious, a simple lantern with colorful 
blinking lights will suffice, while a bigger, 
more intricately-designed parol fits those 
with companies and establishments to 
adorn.

In another Pampanga town, check 
out a rising specialty shopping mecca for 
furniture and other home furnishings. 
Surprise a loved one by splurging on a 
spanking new couch, made by a famous 
Filipino designer. Or consider gifting 
your best friend a towering lamp with that 
intricate handwoven indigenous material. 
And for yourself, why not reward a year’s 
worth of hard work with a brand new and 
modern dining table? Visit Furniture City 
in Mabalacat (http://furniturephilippines.
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org) for more style-savvy, functional, 
world-class, and truly Pinoy gift ideas. Ms. 
Lisa Samia (09179834825) is a friendly 
resource person that should guide you on 
your shopping spree.

Another must-have for any household 
is the Belen (Nativity Scene), which a 
quick trip to Tarlac should be able to 
provide the discerning Christmas shopper. 
Tarlac is now on its third year celebrating 
“Belenismo”, a festival of belen-making in 
all its municipalities. 

 
DECORS AND GIFTS

Still in Pampanga, in Bacolor, drive to 
the souvenir shop beside the centuries-old 
San Guillermo Church and buy in bulk 
cute religious decors made of volcanic 
ash. A purchase of these great holiday 
giveaways is also a way of helping citizens 
of Pampanga affected by the wrath of Mt. 
Pinatubo ’s eruption some years back.

Drive further north and there awaits 
a shopper’s paradise of vast mountain 
ranges, indigenous cultures, and unique 
products. There’s the cool highland City 
of Baguio where most of these unique 
products are traded and showcased. Get 
lost in Maharlika Livelihood Center and 
find yourself the proud, glowing owner of 
hand-woven and quirky bags, loom-woven 
tabletop and household accessories, unique 
woodcrafts, or maybe even a life-size statue 
– all of which with that red-green-and-
gold Christmas touch. Feel the Baguio-
highland vibe in your home by decorating 
it with pine tree products – wreaths made 
of pine needles, Christmas trees and 
other decors made of pine cones with that 
distinct Cordillera weaving as trimmings.
 
NOCHE BUENA

With everything set in your home – 
parol from Pampanga, belen from Tarlac, 
a new dining table from Furniture City , 
and decors from various North Philippines 
destinations -- cap your North Philippine-
inspired holidays by inviting friends and 
family for a dining feast with a twist. 
Noche Buena with authentic dishes from 

the provinces up north, all picked during 
your shopping road trip!

Go meat-loving with sisig from 
Aling Lucing’s in Pampanga and from 
Vigan in Ilocos Sur, garlicky longganisa, 
tasty pork tapa, and crunchy bagnet, 
all from EJ’s Meatshop at #19 Salcedo 
Street (Call owners Ester and Jimmy 
Carpio at 09156916216 for bulk orders 
and discounted rates). Scrap ham for 
once, these delectables can more than 
compensate for its absence.

And there’s something for your 
vegetarian aunt, too, since you indeed 
loaded up on fresh farm produce from 
the Baguio City Market, all bought in 
wonderfully low prices. Indulge her on a 
salad festival of lettuce, cabbage, tomatoes, 
cauliflower, broccoli, bell pepper, and 
potatoes.

Winding up, ask for a toast of Tapuey 
(rice wine) also bought from Baguio, 
and for sure your family and guests will 
remember, for a long time, this unique 
Northern holiday ambience made possible 
by you.  
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Spectacular Holiday 
Attractions and 
Outlet Shopping
International Brands and 
Outlet Stores

If you’re Northbound and probably 
headed to the beautiful province of 
Pampanga, make sure that you do a stop 
over at Robinsons Starmills, which is 
right across San Fernando Exit. “Enjoy 
shopping for  “last seasons” international 
brands offered at very affordable prices at 
the mall,” says Melody Joson- de la Cruz, 
Group Property Manager of Robinsons 
Starmills Pampanga. Check out popular 
brands like Mango, All Flip Flops, 
American Rag and Terranova, Adidas, 
Nike, Naturalizer and Florshiem, Plains 
& Prints & Bossini, Space Boutique, 
Collezione, Hi-Premium (Slazenger, 
Dunlop, and more) Mogao and Pacsport 
golf outlet. “Outlet shopping has never 
been so much because you can avail of 
up to 50 to 70 % off the regular price of 
these branded items. “It is the shopper’s 
chance get hold of last season’s top favor-
ites. Feel free to rummage along racks 
of clothes, shoes, accessories and more 

fresh from the latest season collection and 
experience an unbelievable purchase as 
you pay for them in a very low deal.

Fiesta Kapampangan
If you are on a lookout for a great 

‘food stop over’, then you shouldn’t 
miss out trying Fiesta Kapampangan, 
located the ground level, Robinsons 
Starmills Pampanga. “Our roster of Fiesta 
Kapampangan food tenants are highly-
acclaimed and no doubt, “the best of the 
best” in Pampanga. Their homegrown 
recipes are great culinary treasures, passed 
on from one generation to the other  as 
they consistently gratify the palates of 
locals and tourists through the years”, says 
Ms. Dela Cruz.

There is absolutely no need to 
traverse the busy streets of Pampanga to 
find these authentic Kapampangan fares 
you have always loved and crave for .

Fiesta Kapampangan highlights 
unique Kapampangan culinary experience 
by featuring both their traditional 

signature dishes and new innovative 
variation from the very popular Aling 
Lucing Sisig, juicy steaks at da Nanuks 
Steak House or try out Grilled Tugak 
Betute (frog stuffed with ground pork) 
which Mejicano’s Grill offers. Aside 
from heavy meat dishes, try the fish and 
seafood dishes of Asan Danum, 

Kapampangan cuisine is also known 
for all-time favorite comfort foods. 
Kanan Kapampangan serves Native 
Chicken  Aruzcaldo, Dinuguan and 
puto, and pancit palabok . Try Mejicano’s 
Pizza, Kuldings Café with their Special 
Bibingka and Coffee, and Rosemary and 
Thyme’s Pasta and Salad Dishes.

For take home products visit the 
kiosks of Fiesta Kapampangan, you will 
find Edelyn’s Homemade Nuts, Emy’s 
Sweets and Pastries, Navarro’s Taba ng 
Talangka, Remzon’s Organic and Deli 
Shop, and Cec ilia’s Pasalubong. All 
products are ideal for pasalubongs, a hit 
among balikbayans and tourists. 

Home of Pampanga’s 
Biggest Festivals; Giant 
Lantern Festival

Robinsons Starmills Pampanga is the 
host and venue of the world renowned 
Giant Lantern Festival on December 
19. Nine giant lanterns measuring at 
least 18 ft in diameter from participating 
barangays in City of San Fernando will 
compete in beauty and play of lights to 
win big cash prizes, trophies and the 
prestige of produc-ing the best Christmas 
Lantern for the year. If you miss the 
competition, there’s a Giant Lantern 
Exhibition in the mall’s parking lot on 
December 20-22 and December 26 to 
January 3, 2010.

Sinukwan Festival
In celebration of Pampanga’s rise 

from the devastation of Mt. Pinatubo, 
the  Sinukwan Festival was established 
to become the  biggest cultural festival in 
the province. Now on its 12th year, From 
November 29 - December 6, the festival 
will feature food and crafts fair, street 
dancing, beauty pageants, lahar floats and 
local dance interpretations participated by 
different towns and cities of Pampanga.

Holiday Attraction at 
Robinsons Starmills 
Pampanga

Join Dora and  friends at the Dora 
the Explorer Train Outdoor Adventure, 
Get a free train ride around the 400 
square meter playland or have a photo 
souvenir with all the characters of  Dora 
the Explorer.

More Robinsons Malls Up 
North!

If you travel further North you’ll 
reach Robinsons Place Angeles located 
at Mac Arthur Highway Balibago, just 
a few minutes away from Clark Special 
Economic Zone, while  Robinsons 
Luisita in  Tarlac City is a great Stop 
Over. Dine in the malls’ wide selection 
of restaurants, Starbucks Coffee, a 
Robinsons Supermarket and clean 
restrooms. Robinsons Luisita is located 
at Mac Arthur Highway San Miguel 
Tarlac City or take Luisita Exit of Subic-
Clark-Tarlac Expressway (SCTEX).Plus 
Robinsons Ilocos Norte will open this 
December 2009.

Visit www.robinsonsmalls.com or 
Call us at 045-8751304

Fiesta Kapampangan, located the ground level, Robinsons Starmills Pampanga Giant Lantern Festival
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SHOWDOWN of Lights 
San Fernando’s Giant Lantern Festival
By Ivan Anthony Henares

The Giant Lantern Festival of San 
Fernando, Pampanga is among the 
most spectacular folk festivals of the 
country. Known locally as Ligligan 
Parul, it pits agianst each other 
colorful eighteen-foot lanterns from 
several barangays of San Fernando 
every December, usually on the 
Saturday a week before Christmas. 

It is because of these giant lanterns 
and the San Fernando lantern-
making industry that the City of 
San Fernando has been dubbed 
the “Christmas Capital of the 
Philippines.”

Lantern making first began in 
the town of San Fernando during 
the early part of the 20th century. 
What distinguish San Fernando 
lantern from the ordinary parol is the 
intricate patterns and the illusion of 
dancing lights which highlight the 
vibrant colors of the lantern. And 

to truly appreciate the festival, one 
must understand its deep history and 
the strong traditions involved in its 
creation.

The predecessor of the modern day 
Giant Lantern Festival is a religious 
activity in Northern Pampanga 
which we know today as lubenas. The 
lanterns for the lubenas then measured 
just two to three feet in diameter, a far 
cry from the eighteen lanterns that we 
see today in the festival. These were 
created in each barrio from bamboo 
and other locally available materials. 
During the nine-day novena before 
Christmas, which coincides with the 
Simbang Bengi from December 16 to 
24, thirteen lanterns representing Jesus 
Christ and the twelve apostles, and 
the image of the barrio patron saint, 
are brought around each barrio in a 
procession. Before the midnight Mass 
on Christmas Eve, the lanterns are 

PATHWAYS

brought to the town church together 
with the barrio patrons.

This tradition gradually evolved 
as the lanterns became bigger and 
the designs more intricate. Later on, 
the lanterns were created through 
a cooperative effort of each barrio. 
Each resident contributed to its 
construction, from the concept and 
design, to the materials and labor. 
In the end, these lanterns became a 
symbol of unity for the barrios.

I remember how much the 
festival had changed since I was a 
kid. Although I lived in Manila at 
that time, the entire family always 
slept at our grandparents’ house in 
San Fernando for Christmas Eve. 
The lantern festival used to be held 
after the midnight Mass in a small 
square beside the church with the 
lanterns dancing to the music of a live 
marching band. 
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After the festival, the giant lantern 
of our barangay, San Jose, would 
pass by our house on the way home, 
together with the smaller lanterns and 
the image of San Jose on a carroza 
and accompanied by a marching band.  
We would usually ask who won since 
the rivalry between San Jose and Del 
Pilar was still very strong then, with 
Del Pilar usually winning and San 
Jose placing second. 

Many aspects of the lantern 
changed since then. The lights 
evolved from candles to kalburo or 
calcium carbide, car batteries and 
finally electricity, colored plastic 
replaced the traditional papel de 
hapon, metal wires replaced the 
bamboo to form the frames and 
from hand-controlled switches and 
kalakati, the light control mechanism 
also evolved with the creation of the 
rotor.

The contest format has also 
changed. Ligligan translated 
to English means “showdown”. 
Therefore, Ligligan Parul means 

“lantern showdown.” And the reason 
behind this was during the 1960s and 
1970s, the competition was about the 
survival of the fittest. It starts after the 
Misa de Gallo and would last until the 
wee hours of the morning. Lanterns 
are lit up together with their brass 
bands in a marathon competition. 
They literally burned from the heat 
and a fire truck would be on standby 
to douse the flames. The giant lantern 
that did not burn would be declared 
the winner. Today, it is a contest of 
artistry, color, creativity and audience 
impact.

The Giant Lantern Festival 
continues to draw the crowds. So 
mark your calendars because the 
world-renowned Giant Lantern 
Festival is coming up! It’s going to 
be on Saturday, December 19, 2009, 
at Robinson’s Starmills, City of San 
Fernando, Pampanga.  

Photo
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Play Santa to your balikbayan friends and 
relatives this holiday season by giving them a 
taste of holiday cheer – northbound style.  Visit 
some historic and adventure sites that will make 
them truly proud of their roots and realize 
why this country will always feel like home.  
More than the usual shopping sprees and get-
togethers, why not try a road trip up north to 
make their vacation a bit more special.

First stop - the province of Bulacan.  Just 
an hour’s drive away from Manila, Bulacan 
has one of the oldest churches in the country 
– the Barasoain Church in Malolos.  Built 
in 1630, this church was the place where 
the Constitutional Convention of the first 
Philippine Republic was held.  While in 
Bulacan, also visit the Pinagrealan Cave in 
Norzagaray.  This is one of the sites that the 
Katipuneros used as headquarters during war 
with the Spaniards.  From Malolos, Norzagaray 
is an hour’s trip and to get to the mouth of 
the cave, a 15-minute trek is necessary.  Don’t 
forget to bring some flashlights when you come 
and visit since the cave gets darker as you move 
along.

Pangasinan is also another province to visit 
up north.  Stop by the Bgy. Patar in Bolinao and 
visit the 104 year old lighthouse.  Built in 1905 
by a group of Filipino, American and British 
engineers, this lighthouse is the second tallest 
lighthouse in the country.  It used to guide ships 
and seafarers en route to La Union’s Poro Point.  
When in Pangasinan, don’t forget to spend a day 
or two at the Hundred Islands National Park 
in Alaminos, where 123 islets are cradled by 
the Lingayen Gulf.  Activities like snorkeling, 
swimming, kayaking make for a refreshing way 
to unwind.

Drop by La Union for a bit of adrenaline 
rush.  Famous as one of the best spots to do 
surfing in the country, La Union plays host to 
other worthwhile activities and tourist spots.  
One of which is the Baluarte Bell Tower in 
Luna. Although battered by time and tide, it 
still stands magnificent amidst the vast pebble 
beach.  In the city of San Fernando, is another 
relic of the past – the Pindangan Ruins.  These 
are coral stone remnants of the first church built 

in the area in 1674.  While in La Union, a drive 
towards Poro Point will lead you to Thunderbird 
Resort, a place reminiscent of Santorini in 
Greece with its blue and white façade. 

An hour of bus ride away from La Union 
is the City of Pines – Baguio.  With its cool 
weather, especially in the month of December, 
it is a perfect escape to experience a little bit of 
winter in a tropical country.  But more than the 
weather, Baguio is home to various cultural and 
religious gems.  Tam-awan Village is a replica 
of the Ifugao’s original setting in the Cordilleras 
region.  It also has galleries that feature the 
works of local and resident artists.  Another site 
worth visiting is Loudes Grotto atop 252 steps.  
Pilgrims frequent this site to offer prayers and 
sacrifices.  It also provides a magnificent top 
view of the city.

Further north is Ilocos Norte.  In the past, 
Ilocos Norte has figured prominently because of 
a powerful family which hails from the province 
– the Marcoses.  The Malacañang Ti Amianan, 
or more popularly known as the Malacañang of 
the North is a colonial inspired structure that 
has served as the political family’s residence in 
the province. In Batac, the Marcos Mansion 
and Mausoleum remains to be the main 
attraction.  It houses the preserved body of the 
late President Ferdinand Marcos as well as some 
of the family’s memorabilia and writings.  Also 
in Ilocos Norte, in the town of Burgos is the 
tallest and the oldest lighthouse in the country 
– the Cape Bojeador Lighthouse.  It stands 
160-170 in height and is made of bricks provide 
a picturesque view of the surrounding mountain 
range and the South China Sea.  Don’t forget to 
visit the wind turbines in Bangui.  These 70-ft. 
tall windmills supply power to the Ilocos region.

These are just some of the sites that you 
can have your family and friends visit but the 
(Christmas) list is still long and can be unending 
as you discover more destinations.  You probably 
don’t need a reindeer or a sled that can park on 
rooftops to experience the magic of the season.  
All you need is the road that leads somewhere,  
good company to celebrate with and a sense of 
adventure.  So go on, get packing and start your 
holiday road trip.    

Homebound: Balikbayan's Route
By SOL RACELIS

From a kariton near the foot of 
Balibago Bridge to the train station 
at Angeles and finally, to the fast 
food restaurant at the SM malls, 
Pampangueños have followed the 
delectable taste of Aling Lucing’s 
sisig since the ‘70s.

After peddling their meat 
barbeque on the streets, Aling 
Lucing and husband Apung Tino 
Cunanan settled at a 12-square-
meter stand at the Angeles PNR 
train station, locally known 
as “Crossing”. Swamped with 
customers from Clark field and 
night club employees, Aling Lucing 
concocted the best Pampanga-style 
sisig served as a partner dish to 
liquor.

Eventually, the sisig became part 
of the local cuisine that a group of 
young entrepreneurs opened a sisig 
stall at the Paskuhan Village of San 
Fernando. Pretty soon, patrons from 
nearby provinces and other cities 
would regularly troop to Pampanga to 
enjoy their crispy sisig. Unfortunately, 
the Pinatubo tragedy hit the town of 
San Fernando, including the stalls 
of the Paskuhan Village. It was only 
Aling Lucing’s at Crossing that saved 
that year’s Christmas. 

It was in 2001 when Elena Casin 
and Angelito Ong opened the first 
mall branch of Aling Lucing Sisig at 
SM’s first provincial mall. After the 
incorporation of Aling Lucing Sisig 
Diner, Inc. in July 24, 2001 and its 
approval by the Securities & Exchange 
Commision in August 1, 2001, the 
restaurant not only served sisig but 
also other grill foods at affordable 
prices. 

Eventually, the signature dish 
reached the metro with Aling Lucing 
Sisig branches and outlets at SM 
City North, Landmark Makati, 
Pasong Tamo, Salcedo Makati, and 
Greenhills Mall San Juan among 
others. Aling Lucing’s Sisig became 
the standard of all sisig recipes in the 
country, thus making her the Queen 
of Sisig. 

ADVERTISING FEATURE

THE

SISIG STORY

ALING
LUCING
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Nowadays, being a Kapampangan 
is synonymous to being someone 
who knows how to eat well.  Such 
reputation goes way back during the 
Spanish colonial times.	
Pampanga then was one of the 
largest and richest province in the 
Philippines and the main source 
of food for Manila during that era. 
Produce was transported via cascos 
or barges, starting from the Guagua 
market passing through the tributaries 
of Sasmuan, out through Manila Bay 
along the coastal towns of Bulacan, 
then entering Pasig River to unload 
in Binondo. During those times, land 
owners or hacienderos’ main past time 
was to entertain visitors.  It is even said 
that the rich Pampangos did it lavishly 
to impress their colonial masters and 
guests.

Over the years, the following dishes 
have made Pampanga truly a mecca 
for dining and experiencing flavorful 
cuisines:

B u r o  is fermented rice with small 
shrimps or fish.  It is served as an 
accompaniment for fried or grilled fish like 
hito or catfish, dalag or mudfish, tilapia 
or bangus, and boiled vegetables such as 
eggplant, okra, ampalaya (bitter gourd) and 
fresh mustard leaves.

B e t u t e  is stuffed frog.  The humble 
frog is stuffed with ground pork seasoned 
with herbs and spices, then deep-fried to a 
perfect crisp.     

K a m a r u  is probably the most exotic 
and hardest to find Kapampangan food.  
The kamaru or mole crickets are sautéed 
in garlic and onion, then roasted dry 
to a crunch. Rich in protein and low in 
cholesterol, and contrary to its unsightly 
appearance, it is quite clean as it feeds only 
on rice and is found in the paddies.

S i s i g  is boiled pork cheek, then grilled to 
a crunchy perfection, chopped and mixed 
with chicken liver, onions, kalamansi 
(native lemon) and spiked with fresh chili.

Eating in 
Pampanga

By Claude Tayag

PAMPANGA has always enjoyed the title as 
the “Culinary Center of the Philippines.” This is 
hard to contend for their food is prepared and 
cooked with much passion using only the best 

of ingredients.   

Pa k O  salad is fiddlehead fern usually 
grown and served only in private homes. 

B at s u i  is a ginger-flavored soup 
consisting mainly of pork meat, blood, 
kidney and misua or fine noodles thrown 
in.

K a r i - k a r i  is an oxtail stew with a 
rich sauce of toasted ground peanuts and 
atsuete or annato.

P i n d a n g  b a b i or damulag is sweet 
cured pork or carabeef. A favorite among 
visitors as pasalubong or gift.

B u r o n g  Ta l a n g k A  is the fat of salt-
preserved little crabs. This very tasty rich 
paste is not for the diet conscious – it 
is laden with cholesterol, but heavenly 
nonetheless!

S a n i k u l a s  is a native biscuit made of 
arrowroot and coconut milk. It originated 
as a giveaway by the priest during the feast 
of San Nicolas Tolentino on September 
10, everyone attending the mass receiving  
one. 

T i b u k - t i b o k  is a pudding-like dessert 
made of carabao’s milk.  Named after the 
tibok or heartbeat, as the coagulation is 
apt to react when shaken. Also known as 
majablanca (white lady in Spanish) by the 
Manileños.

Ta m a l e s  is probably of Mexican origin, 
this delicacy is made of ground rice cooked 
in coconut milk, flavored with atchuete 
and ground peanuts, and topped with bits 
of chicken, ham and hard-boiled egg.  

Buro Pako Pindang Babi

Wrapped TamalesBatuteBatsui
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Find everything up north - from cultural heritage sites, to excellent cuisine; from fine 
sandy beaches to cool mountain weather… it’s all there! Covering the four northern 
regions of the country - Ilocos, Cagayan Valley, the Cordilleras and Central Luzon – North 
Philippines has much more to offer than people had previously imagined. 

It is fast becoming the preferred destination for meetings, incentives, conventions 
and exhibitions because of its great facilities and close proximity to Metro Manila. Just 
a car ride away. And now, the North is even more accessible with the new North Luzon 
Expressway (NLEX) and the recently opened Subic-Clark-Tarlac Expressway (SCTEx). 

Together, let us experience North Philippines. Rediscover the North!

For inquiries, call the North Philippines Visitors Bureau at (632) 637-6798, or any 
of its affiliate local Conventions and Visitors Bureaus located in Pampanga, Greater 

Clark, Greater Subic, Tarlac, Pangasinan, Pangasinan West, La Union, Baguio, 
Ilocos Norte, and Cagayan North (see directory listing at the back of the magazine)   
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DECEMBER
19

STA RITA, PAMPANGA

DUMAN FESTIVAL
DECEMBER5

WORLDWIDE

JANUARY1
WORLDWIDE

NEW YEAR’S DAY

A celebration to signal the 
start of a new year

JANUARY 1
MINALIN, 
PAMPANGA

AGUMAN SANDUK

Celebrated in the afternoon 
of January 1, while the rest 
of the country takes a break 
from the previous night’s 
New Year revelry, and there’s 
no one to catch the boys and 
men of this sleepy fishing 
town wear their mother’s 
lipstick and put on their wife’s 
dresses.

December
1-18

JANUARY6&10
SASMUAN, PAMPANGA

KURALDAL

The Kuraldal of Sasmuan occurs during the week of the 
town fiesta on January 6, when Kapampangans from 
neighboring towns gather in front of the chapel of St. Lucy 
and dance for favors all night.

GIANT LANTERN 
FESTIVAL

The festival features close to a 
dozen 18-foot lanterns made 
by competing barangays of 
San Fernando. Each lantern 
is fitted with thousands of 
light bulbs that are controlled 
manually. It is because of 
these giant lanterns and the 
San Fernando lantern-making 
industry that the City of San 
Fernando has been dubbed 
the Christmas Capital of the 
Philippines.

RIMAT TI 
AMIANAN

San Fernando City,
La Union

San Fernando, 
pAMPANGA

Products and crafts from North 
Philippines are put on display and 
exhibit.

CHRISTMAS

December 
25

A celebration to 
commemorate the birth of 
Jesus Christ

Christmas celebration in 
Matabang extends to the 
streets of every sitio in the 
barangay, which are lavishly 
adorned to rejoice the 
season.

The town of Sta. Rita 
celebrates its duman (pinipig) 
harvest with food, cultural 
performances and a lot of 
merry making.

December
PASKUHAN SA 
MABATANG
Mabatang, Bataan

DECEMBER 
14-20
CLARK PARADE GROUND

PASKO SA CLARK’09

Celebrate Christmas with your 
family in Clark Freeport! Shop 
for your Christmas gifts at the 
bazaar, enjoy the fun rides, car 
show, ultimate Frisbee, chorale 
and street dance competition 
and chill during the week-
long nightly concerts. Witness 
the grand fireworks display 
and giant tree lighting. For 
more details contact the CDC 
Tourism Promotions Office at 
(045)-599-6235/ 599-3222.

JANUARY 9
PANGASINAN

LINGAYEN GULF 
LANDING

This event commemorates 
the landing of General 
MacArthur’s Allied Forces in 
Luzon in 1945.

JANUARY25

MALOLOS, BULACAN

STO. NINO 
FESTIVAL

The biggest expression of 
devotion to the Holy child 
Jesus in the entire Luzon 
island.

MALATARLAK FESTIVAL

JANUARY
10-20
TARLAC CITY
The festival features various contingents of school children garbed 
in grass-inspired costumes - painted with black soots - all merrily 
dancing to the beat of local tunes and ethnic instruments made of 
bamboo

JANUARY 22

FEBRUARY 
13-20

FEBRUARY 
11-14

JANUARY 25

FEBRUARY 1 - 
MARCH 6

VIGAN

BALER, AURORA

VIGAN

BAGUIO
CLARK FIELD, PAMPANGA

LONGANIZA 
FESTIVAL

VIGAN CITY 
FIESTA

SUMAN FESTIVAL

It features the “Longest 
Longaniza” with the hope of 
entering to the Guinness Book 
of Records as the longest 
longaniza of the world.

The biggest and grandest of all 
feasts in Aurora every February 
13 - 20 is a parade of floats 
uniquely designed. Main streets 
and homes are decked with 
suman, a native delicacy.

The highlight of the week long 
celebration is the procession in 
honor of Vigan’s patron saint, 
St. Paul the Apostle.

15th Philippine 
International 
Hot Air Balloon 
Fiesta 

Panagbenga 
2010
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N PVB u nveils  its first  to u rism  
directional       sign   in  N orth  Philippines    

NORTHBOUND NEWS

Brown is the internationally-recognized 
color for tourism directional road signs. It’s 
really a pity that our tourism signs in the 
Philippines are either blue or green. But the 
North Philippines Visitors Bureau (NPVB) 
will be correcting that error by installing several 
hundred brown tourism directional road signs in 
North Philippines.

Last November 17, 2009, the NPVB 
unveiled along the Jose Abad Santos Avenue 
(formerly Gapan-Olongapo Road) in the City 
of San Fernando, Pampanga, the first of several 
hundred tourism directional road signs. Leading 
the unveiling was Hon. Lorelei C. Fajardo 
(Deputy Presidential Spokesperson), local 
officials led by Pampanga Governor Eddie T. 
Panlilio, officials of the Department of Tourism, 
Department of Public Works and Highways, 
and the North Philippines Visitors Bureau, 
its network of local Conventions and Visitors 
Bureaus and its Corporate Partners.

The installation of these brown tourism 
markers along major thoroughfares in North 
Philippines is being undertaken as part of 
NPVB’s effort to improve the tourists’ travel 
experience to its regions, where most tourist 
destinations are reached via land travel.

Two hundred fifty of these markers will be 
erected all over North Philippines, which are 
being made possible through the participation 
of SMART Communications, Robinson’s, 

McDonald’s, and Victory Liner.
NPVB is a private sector led, not-for-

profit, membership-based organization with the 
mandate of promoting tourism in the regions 
of North Philippines. Currently, NPVB has 
a network of nine (9) local Convention and 
Visitors Bureaus (CVBs) in Pampanga, Greater 
Clark, Greater Subic Bay, Tarlac, Pangasinan, 
La Union, Baguio, Ilocos Norte and Cagayan. 
The network was set-up by MNTC as part of its 
on-going CSR effort. In 2008, management of 
NPVB was transferred to ActivAsia Inc. – a 360 
degree, brand activation Company.

Under ActivAsia’s management, NPVB 
published the first-ever regional tourism 
magazine called Northbound Magazine. Now, 
NPVB proudly rolls out its latest project – the 
tourism directional road signs.

Vince Araneta, ActivAsia’s Director for 
Tourism Marketing and concurrently Executive 
Director of NPVB said, “This project is not the 
work of one, but the work of many - MNTC, 
Smart, McDonald’s, Robinson’s Land, Victory 
Liner, DOT, DPWH and even SBMA – these 
markers are a result of the partnership and 
cooperation of all these parties. What began 
with the brown markers along the NLEX and 
DOT Usec. Oscar Palabyab’s dream of having 
the markers outside the NLEX as well, is now 
happening. ActivAsia’s role, was simply to make 
the dream a reality.”

SUBIk! SUBIk!  BAKASYON GRANDE 2009

Together with the winners of the Subik! Subik! Bakasyon Grande 2009 Bikini Open held last November 27, 2009 are (from left to 
right): Oscar Foronda (GSBTB Administrative Director), Raul Marcelo (SBMA Deputy Administrator for Tourism), Hon. Loretta G. DeLa 
Llana (Zambales Board Member), Erlinda Lim (GSBTB Treasurer) and Teresa Yap (GSBTB Vice-Chairman)



1st Annual Clark Freeport 
HorsE Fest

NORTHBOUND NEWS

The La Union Surfing Break entered 
its 4th season from October 30 to 
November 1, 2009 at Urbiztondo Beach, 
San Juan, La Union amidst the aftermath 
of Typhoon Pepeng and threat of Typhoon 
Ramil. It was a gathering of people of all 
ages looking for fun and rest by way of 
surfing and other beach activities such 
as night parties. Surfing, called the “The 
Sport of Kings,” is now well-known in 
the Philippines. And La Union, being one 
of the most accessible surf destinations 
takes pride in showcasing the waves in 
Urbiztondo, San Juan.

The past three seasons of the event 
left a remarkable impression of the region. 
This year, the number of reservations 
increased and continued until the start of 
day one despite the dire weather forecast. 
Hotel and resort reservations extended all 
the way to Bauang and San Fernando.

The event started with a Grand 
Motorcade from Bauang Town Plaza to 
the Urbiztondo Surf Camp. Activities 

included Surfing Clinics, Bike Race 
Competition, Surf Board Design 
Competition, S.I.L.I.P Photography 
Contest, Beach Volleyball Competition, 
Amazing Race Challenge, Local Surfing 
Competition, Sand Castle Fun Building 
Contest, Search For Surfing Bodies 2009, 
Touch Mobile Astig Fest Concert and 
Halloween Beach Party.

The La Union Surfing Break, is 
one of the major tourism projects of the 
Provincial Government of La Union 
in partnership with the Department of 
Tourism Region I, Municipality of San 
Juan, La Union Convention and Visitors 
Bureau (LUCVB), La Union Hotels, 
Resorts and Restaurants Association 
(LUHRA) and the San Juan Beach 
Resorts Association. La Union is a 
tourist-friendly destination providing one 
of a kind experience, education and even 
business opportunities as part of enhancing 
the promotion and cultural heritage of the 
country. (Abigail D. Ancheta, PITO-LU) 

4th La Union Surfing Break

Pampanga is always full of festivals and events every November and 
December. And the list keeps on growing! Horse Fest 2009: 1st Annual Clark 
Freeport Horse Festival was successfully held from November 28 to 29, 2009. 
among those who graced the event was Asian Games gold medalist Mikee 
Cojuangco-Jaworski and Senator Juan Miguel Zubiri.

It was an event-filled weekend for serious horse enthusiasts, families and 
regular visitors. There were polo matches and equestrian competitions as well as 
tilbury races among other activities. The festival was hosted by the Greater Clark 
Visitors Bureau (GCVB), Clark Development Corporation (CDC) and the 
Clark Freeport Tourism Association (CFTA).
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Chalet Tepeyac 
177 Leonard Wood Road
+6374-442-3956

Child & Family Service 
Philippines, Inc. 
+6374-445-3800

Choco-late de Batirol 	
Scout Hill, Camp John Hay
+6374-446-7006

City Tourism Office 
Baguio Convention Center
+6374-442 1006

Cordillera Coffee 
SM City Baguio 
+6374-424-0781

D’ Motorist Pitstop, Inc. 
Baguio Petron Service Station
146 Kisad Rd. cor. Marcos Highway

Department of Tourism 
Governor Pack Road 
+6374-442-7014

Elegant Hotel and Restaurant  
421 Magsaysay Avenue
+6374-443-5366

Elizabeth’s Fantasy Resort 
Purok 2 Ambayao Irisan	
+6374-445-5174

Eve’s Garden 
La Trinidad, Benguet 
0920-9476264

Goldilocks 
Ground Floor SM Baguio 
+6374-304-1553

Heaven’s Touch Couture 
Planners & Coordinator
144 M. Roxas St. Alfonso Tabora 
	
Heritage Promotions	
30 Camp 7, Kennon Road
+6374-442-8538

Hotel Elizabeth
Gibralter Road, Baguio City
(074) 619-0367 / (02) 912-2691

Hotel Supreme 
111 Magsaysay Avenue
+6374-443 2011

Hotel Veniz 
1 Abanao Street 
+6374-446-0701

Hotel Villa Rosal 	
Gen. Luna Road   
+6374-443-8132

Kalapaw 	
17 Martinez St., Engineers Hill
+6374-304-6564

King Louis Farms 
Mom & Pop, YMCA, Session Rd.	
+6374-443-9286

K-Yong Spirits 
Egan, Tadian, Mt. Province
0918-407-6879 

Victory Liner Passenger Center, 
Utility Rd. +6374- 442-4088

Abanao Shell Station 
75 Abanao Road 
+6374- 444-8182 

Alabanza Meat Store 
2/F New Carinderia Building
+6374-442-3143

Anne Raquel’s Pawnshop $
& Money Exchange 
+6374-446-5047 

Aromin Orchids 
Burnham Park
+6374-442-6283

Baguio Arts Guild 
Greenhouse Effect Gallery
+6374-446-7405 

Baguio-Benguet Market Plaza 
10-A  Caldero & Tobacco Sts. 
+6374-442 9825

Baguio Country Club 
Country Club Road, South Drive
+6374-619-2050 to 2064 

Baguio Flower 
Festival Foundation 
+6374-442-4315

Baguio New City Supermarket 
Piao Yan Shoppesville 
+6374-442 9842

Baguio’s Best Choice Food 
11 Manzanillo Subdivision
+6374-442 1946

Baguio Burnham Suites  
6 Kisad Road	
+6374-4242211

BLISS Café 
1 J. Felipe Street cor. Gibraltar St.
+6374-619 0367

La Trinidad Organic 
La Trinidad, Benguet
0917-925-8499

The Manor 
Camp John Hay, Loakan 
+6374-424 0931

Microtel Inn and Suites 
Upper Session Rd
+6375-6193333

Mile Connections Travel & Tours 
Upper Mabini Street 
+6374-442-1895 

Mitos Home Bistro 	
436 Maryhurst Road, Lucnab 
+6374-442-7620

Mountain Lodge 
27 Leonard Wood Road
+6374-442-4544

Narda’s Trading Corp. 
151 Upper Session Road 	
+6374-422-2762

National Association of 
Independent Travel Agents
Baguio Chapter
+6374-442-5041 

National Delphic Council 
U.B. Square, Gen. Luna Rd.
+6374-442 6590

Nevada Square 
Nevada Square, 2 Loakan Rd.	
+6374-443-5904

NOANTS Consultancy 	
26 Rizal Park	
+6374-442-5041

Northern Philippines 
Travel & Tours
+6374-443-4075

Paliz’zata Caffe Ristorante 
RoofDeck, Porta Vaga Bldg.
+6374-446-4767

Palm Grove Hot Springs  
& Mountain Resort 	
+6374-446-5758 

Phil. Economic Zone 
Authority (PEZA) 
Philippine Economic Zone, 
Loakan Rd.
+6374-447-3329

Phil. Information Agency (PIA)	
Lualhati Cpd., Romulo Drive 
+6374-442-2150

Picart Int’l Professional 
Career Development Center	
CFSPI Building, Easter Road
 
PNKY Home Bed & Breakfast   	
13 Leonard Wood 	
+6374-446 7094

Quadro Image Center 
30 Greenwater 	
+6374-444-7836

BAGUIO

$

Hotel, Resort
Restaurant
Services
Transportation
Farm
Leisure Park 
Specialty Shop
Fitness / Sports

Affiliated Merchants
Rediscover the North Privilege Card

LEGEND
Association
Gas Station
Market
Shopping
Private Company
School
Government
Money Exchange

Baguio Convention and Visitors Bureau

S.O.U.L Café 	
Camp 1, Rosario, La Union	
+6372-712 0852

Saint Louis University 	Bonifacio 
Street 	
+6374-444 8246 to 48

Small World Travel & Tours 	
8 G/F Laperal Bldg., Session Rd.	
+6374-442 7792

Solibao Restaurant 	
Session Road 	
+6374-442-3867

Swiss Baker 	
SM City Baguio	
+6374-442-8834

Tiong San Supermarket  	
Gen. Luna Rd. cor. Magsaysay Ave. 	
+6374-442-6782

Tomay Farms  
Halsema Rd., Lower Tomay, 
La Trinidad +6374-422-3784

Top Outsource Performance, Inc.	
G/F West Burnham Place,
Kisad Rd.
+6374-446-7937

University of Baguio 	
Gen. Luna Road	
+6374-442 3071

University of the Cordilleras 	
Governor Pack Road	
+6374-442-3316

Victory Liner, Inc. 	
Passenger Center, PNR 
Compound
+6374-619-0000

The Boardroom Business Center
Bldg. 7160 Claro M. Recto Highway, 
Clark Freeport Zone, Pampanga 
+6345-499-1146

ANGELES CITY

Angeles Int’l Travel Center, Inc. 
Clarkview, Angeles City  
+6345-888-2175
Angeles Sports & Country Club 
Hensonville, Angeles City 
+6345-892-6388

Angeles Sports & Country Club 
Zeppelin St. Hensonville, Angeles
+6345-892-6358/6359 

Batis Asul Caterers 
Mac Arthur Highway
+6345-888-1499

C’ Italian Dining 
Brgy. Malabanas, Angeles City
+6345-892-4059

Castro Travel Solutions Agency 
Cruz Bldg. Don Juico Ave. cor. Clark 
Avenue, Angeles City
+6345-625-6608 / +6345-893-1443
avc_ctsa@yahoo.com

Cyber City Teleservices, L.T.D. 
Cyber City IT Park, CFZ
+6345-599-5353

El Kabayo Riding Stables 
Gil Puyat ave. cor. Panday Pira
Clark Freeport Zone Pampanga
+6345-499 0920

Fontana Leisure Parks 
CM Recto H-way,  CFZ
+6345-599-5000
+632-522-7316

Holiday Inn Clark 
Mimosa Leisure Estate
Clark Freeport Zone
(632) 845 1888 / (045) 5998000 loc 1320

Historic Camalig Restaurant 
292 Sto. Rosario St. Heritage
District, Angeles City
+6345-888-1077
+6345-322-5641 
www.camalig.com
camalig@comclark.com

Hotel Vida 
5414 M.A. Highway, CFZ
+6345-499-1000

L & T. Int’l Group (Phils.), Inc.
Bldg. 7500, A. Bonifacio cor. 
J . Tinsay, CFZ

Mister Frosty 
29-19 S.L. Orosa St.,  
Diamond Subd. 
+6345-625-8232

Montevista Villas 
Golf Academy Lane, Clark 
+6345-599-7000

CLARK
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Rm. 02, Balay da Blas, 
10 Giron St. , Brgy. 7-B, Laoag City

Balay da Blas Pensionne 
10 Giron St. Brgy. 7-B, Laoag City
+637-7704389

Herencia Cafe 
Sangladan, Paoay
+637-6140214

Palazzo de Laoag Hotel 
P. Paterno Street, Laoag City
+637-7731842

Playa Tropical Resort Hotel 
Brgy. Victoria, Currimao
+637-6761001

Saramsam Cafe 
Barangay 7-A, Laoag City
(0917) 5702110

Sitio Remedios Heritage Village 
Barangay Victoria, Currimao
(0917) 3320217 

Shorestop Inn & Restaurant  
Brgy. San Isidro, Pasuquin
(0918) 6923522 

2/F ODL Bldg. Aguila Rd., 
San Fernando

Coconut Grove Beach Resort 
Nat’l Hi-way, Paringao, Bauang
+6372-607-6604

China Sea Beach Resort 
Paringao, Bauang, La Union
+6372-7050833

Hotel Lorita 
67 Rizal St., Tuguegarao City
+6378-844-1390

Hotel Kimikarlai 
Ugac Sur, Tuguegarao City
+6378-844-9698 

Kainang Pilipino 
+6378-8442663

Las Palmas De San Jose 
San Jose Village, Tuguegarao
+6378-8441661

Maynard Resort 
43 Caggay Highway, Tuguegarao
+6378-8444388

Medi SPA  
47 A. Bonifacio St.,Tuguegarao
+6378-8447678

Nat’l Economic  
Dev’t Authority (Neda) 
+6378-8441243

Pampanguena Pension House 
43 Caggay Hi-way, Tuguegarao City
+6378-8444639

Pampaguena Restaurant 
Rizal Street, Tuguegarao City
+6378-844-4746

Parabur Etc. 
San Gabriel Vill., Tuguegarao
+6378-8443196

North walk  Plaza, Jose Abad 
Santos Ave., City of San Fernando

Aling Lucing’s Sisig 
Robinson’s Starmills & SM Food 
Court
Abe’s Farm  
Brgy. Ayala, Magalang
+6345-8651930

Burger King Pampanga  
SM City San Fernando, Pampanga

CLTV 36
3rd Flr. CGIC Bldg., Jose Abad
Santos Ave., San Fernando City

Everybody’s Cafe 
City of San Fernando
+6345-8601121

Hotel Gracelane 
San Agustin, San Fernando
+6345-9613696

King’s Royal Hotel & 
Leisure Park  
Olongapo-Gapan Rd., Bacolor
+6345-9617000

The Lakeshore Estate 
Km. 71 NLEX, Mexico
+6345-4555253

Northwalk Plaza (Jollibee)    
Northwalk Complex, O.G. Road, 
San Fernando, Pampanga
(N1)+045-963-9283
(N2) +045-961-0971

Pampanga Agents Travel Society 
Unit 2, Sevilla Bldg. Mac Arthur 

Highway Dolores, San Fernando
+6345-861-2020
+6345-961-2020
patsociety@yahoogroups.com

SM City Pampanga 
Brgy. San Jose, San Fernando City
+6345-9637681-85

Teriyaki Boy  
SM City Pampanga

33 Gov. Antonio Sison St. Lingayen

ALAMINOS CITY

Hundred Islands Mgt. 
(Partner Tour Packages)
Alaminos City 0917-6104144

Tourism Office of Alaminos 
Alaminos City, Pangsinan
0921-299-0696

BOLINAO

El Pescador Resort & Hotel 
Poblacion, San Andres
+6375-554-2559

Las Residencias  
Patar, Bolinao
+6375-542-5381

Puerto del Sol 
Bolinao, Pangasinan
+6375-696-0530

Punta Riviera 
Ilog Malino, Bolinao
+6375-6961350

Rock Garden Hotel   
Arnedo, Bolinao 
+6375-544-2876

Treasures of Bolinao Hotel 
Manila: +632-497-1068
Bolinao: +6375-696-0668 

LINGAYEN

Capitol Resort Hotel  
Lingayen. Pangasinan
+6375-8932; 662-0848

El Pueto Marina 
Pangapisan North, Ligayen
+6375-542-5328

CAGAYAN 

PAMPANGA

PANGASINAN   

Hotel Consuelo Resort 
Alvear St., Maramba Blvd.
+6375-542-8932

Narciso Ramos 
Sports Civic Center 
+6375-542- 5941

Pangasinan Tourism Office 
Capitol Compound, Lingayen
+6375-542-8007

The President Hotel 
Maramba Blvd. Lingayen
+6375-5423056

Urduja Real Estate 
Development Center 
Lingayen, Pangasinan

LABRADOR,
PANGASINAN

Covelandia Du Labrador 
Tubuan, Labrador,
+6375-549-5198
Villa Jireh Japhet 
Holistic Resort Hotel 
0920-577-7556

DAGUPAN CITY, 
PANGASINAN

Borasinta Beach Club  
Uyong, Labrador, 
0920-9503095

Lennox Hotel 
Rizal St., Dagupan City
+6375-515-8889; 515-852

Matutina Restaurant 
Bonuan, Tondaligan
075-614-3076; 075 6143162

Max’s Urdaneta 
Urdaneta City
0918-3131272

Mouse House Internet Cafe 
Dagupan City

Palmas Verdes 
Bonuan, Dagupan City
09175081266

Pangasinan Council of 
Tourism & Industries
c/o TOPAD (075) 542- 8007

Star Plaza Hotel 
A.B. Fernandez, Dagupan City
+6375-523-4888

SBMA Bldg. 662, SBFZ 
+6347-252-5212

Animo JWS Corporation 
B Swordfish Terrace, U-33 Cluster 
III, SBFZ
+6347-252-2569 

A Tavola 
1131, SBFZ
+6347-252-6556

Bayfront Hotel and Restaurant 
Moonbay Marina, SBFZ
+6347-252-3148 / 1948    

SUBIC BAY
LA UNION

ILOCOS NORTE

Nayong Pilipino – Clark Expo 
Clark Expo,CFZ
+6345-599-7568

Oasis Hotel 
Malabanias, Angeles City  
+6345-625-8301 to 04

PAGCOR – Mimosa 
2059 Mimosa Drive, Mimosa 
Leisure Estate, CFZ

Parkson Duty Free 
4032 C.M. Recto Highway, 
Clark Freeport Zone
      
PLDT Clark Telecom, Inc. 
5665 M.A. Roxas Highway
+6345-599-2000

Pugad Dencio’s
SM City Clark

Puning Hotspring & Restaurant 
Sitio Target Brgy Sapangbato, 
Angeles City
+6345-499-0629/30

Pulu Amsic (Balinesean Estate) 
Brgy. Amsic, Angeles City  
+6345-459-0165
puluamsic@yahoo.com

Sa Libis ng Nayon Resort 
Magalang Rd, Brgy. Mining,
Angeles City
+6345-322-2829
+6345-888-9963
libisngnayon@yahoo.com

Teriyaki Boy  
SM City Clark

Lola Nanny’s Report  
Urbiztondo, San Juan La Union
0920-409-1030

Hotel Ariana  
Paringao, Bauang, La Union
+6372-705-0050 / +6372-705-
0080
+6372-607-6788
hotelariana.marketing@gmail.
com

San Juan Surf Shop 
San Juan, La Union
+6372-7200340

Thunderbird Resorts 
Poro Point, San Fernando
+6372-8887777

2/F Fragante Bldg.
1 Aguinaldo cor. Blumentritt Sts., 
Tuguegarao City
+6378-844-0755

ABC Pavilion Resort 
Maddarulug, Solana, Cagayan
+6378-501-7044

Abraham-Henrrage Shoppersville  
55 Blumentritt St., Tuguegarao
+6378-844-4746

Hotel Roma 
Luna Corner Bonifacio Streets, 
Tuguegarao City
(078) 844-2221 to 22 / 844-1057

Adventure & Expedition Phil. Inc.  
29 Burgos St., Tuguegarao
+6378-844-1298

Bali Leisure Club, The Port 
+6378-844-7808

Bed & Breakfast 
38 Luna Street, Tuguegarao City
+6378-8448155

Bedfellow Inn 
+6378-8462447
Carmelita Hotel 
Balzain, Tuguegarao City
+6378-844-7027

Catagayan Restaurant  

City Wine Bar & Café 
+6378-844-0087

GMB Lasam Travel Agency 
Bonifacion St., Tuguegarao
+6378-8449238

Hotel Candice 
Blumentritt, Tuguegarao City
+6378-844-2148
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Happy Valley Superstore 
39 21st St., West Bajac Bajac
+6347-224-2050

Hillside Guesthouse 
+6347-222-2778

Jennifer Cocktail Lounge 
Olongapo City
+6347-222-2586

Jollibee Olongapo (Lot 21) 
3 Magsaysay Drive, Olongapo
+6347-223-2078                              

Los Polluelos Lechon 
2753 Rizal Ave., Olongapo
+6347-224-8155

New Cherry Blossom 
+6347-224-7879; 
+6347-223-3283

Photo Density 
7 Magsaysay Drive, Olongapo
+6347-223-7711 

Playa Papagayo 
Bo. Barretto, Olongapo 
+6347-224-1002

Sam’s Pizza 
Magsaysay Drive, Olongapo
+6347-222-3686

Subic Mirage Hotel 
60 Nat’l H-way Brgy. Barretto
+6347-223-9245

Subic Bay Resorts Association 
Adamos 101 Beach 
+6347-224-6372

Harley’s 

Mango’s Restaurant  
+6347-223-4139                                 

Mangrove Hotel & Restaurant  
+6347-222-7909

Midnight Rambler  
+6347-223-4142

Seascape Inn 
+6347-224-6928

Sierra Beach 

The Coffee Shop 
2 Rizal St., Bo. Barretto
+6347-222-4530

Zeebra Beach  
49-A Nat’l Highway, 
Bo. Barretto, Olongapo City

Venerberg 

Victory Liner, Inc. 
Anonas St., West Bajac Bajac
+632-361-1516 

Bataan White Corals 
Panibatuhan, Morong, Bataan
0928-5000-801 

Crown Royale Hotel 
crown@crownoyalehotel.com
+6347-237-1961  

Joyous Resort and Restaurant 
Balanga City, Bataan
+6347-791-3313

Lou-is Resort and Restaurant 
City of Balanga, Bataan
+6347-237-3517 
The Waterfront Beach Resort 
Nagbalayong, Morong, Bataan
+632-822-3070 

Cafe Majarica 
Mc Arthur Hi-way, Ligtasan	
+6345-611-2060

Coconut Grill Restaurant & Resort   
Ninoy Aquino Blvd and Magic Star 
Mall +6345-491-2820

Dencio’s 
Luisita Industrial Park, San Miguel	
+6345-985-1390

Daisy Tanjuakio’s Catering 
Hilario St., Ligtasan
+6345-982-8585
Disenyo ng Tarlac Souvenir & Tours
tarlacsouvenirs@gmail.com / 
www.tarlacsouvenirs.multiply.com

Gems Cutflowers & Party Needs
Blk 5 MH. Del Pilar St., Sto. Cristo
+6345-982-8754
0916-850-0524 

Mo Marketing
4039 MacArthur Highway, 
+6345-982-0090
0917-506-0090

Tarlac Fortune HK Seafood 
Restaurant    
1030 Mc Arthur Highway, San  Nicolas 
+6345-982-1504

Hon Kee Tea House 
San Sebastian Tarlac City	
+6345-982 1499
+6345-982-1388

L Paras Pavillion 
San Sebastian, Gate 3, 
Don Gregorio St.,  
+6345-982-3715

Latitude Cafe / Koffee Kopi 
3M Bldg. McArthur Highway 
+6345-491-0168

Latino’s Seafood Grill 
Mc Arthur Hi-way San Nicolas Blk 5 
+6345-800-2007

Max’s Restaurant  
Plaza Luisita, Tarlac City	
+6345-611-2202

Microtel Inn and Suites 
Luisita Industrial Park
+6345-985-1770

Nay’s House Restaurant 	
Romulo Blvd.
+6345-982-5286	
	
Paseo De Hilario Grill 
04 Hilario St.	
+6345-982 0706

Rustica Restaurant 
San Sebastian 	
+6345-982 0344

Sarangbang Restaurant 
Lot 808 G-2 Sitio Paroba, Tibag	
+6345-982-1117

Tessie’s Grill & 
Roasters 
McArthur Highway, San Roque
+6345-982-4100

Tita Pat’s Restaurant & Catering  
Mc Arthur Highway, San Rafael 
+6345-491-0133

Bakasyunan sa Baybay Dagat  
Iba, Zambales
+6347-811-3234

Country Cottage Resort 
Castillejos, Zambales 
+6347-232-1364

Crystal Beach Surf Resort 
San Narciso, Zambales
+6347-913-4309 

Club Morocco 
Cawag,Subic, Zambales
+6347-252-2724 to 25

Dream Plaza 
Subic, Zambales
+6347-232-4989 / 5293 

Philippine Merchant Marine 
Academy 
+6347-913-4395 / 4398 

Punta de Uian 
San Antonio, Zambales
+6347-252-2692

White Rock Beach Resort 
Matain, Subic
+6347-232-5716

Zambales Tourism Council 
+6347-811-7216

DWB Marketing and 
Advertising 
+632-724-2131
Giardinni Mfg  Int’l 

PRS Commercial 

Vintage Production 
+632-303-0050

Secretariat Office - Café Maja Rica
At La Maja Rica Hotel 
Mcarthur Highway, Ligtasan, Tarlac 
City 2300
0918 480 6885
tarlac_cvb@yahoo.com.ph
www.tarlaccvb.multiply.com

Central Park Hotel 
Hacienda Luisita, San Miguel
+6345-985-0683

La Maja Rica Hotel  
Mc Arthur Highway, Ligtasan	
+6345-611-2053 to 55

Sun Garden Hotel 
Mc Arthur Highway	
+6345-982 0688

New Butterworld Bakeshop 
Marketview Subd., Maliwalo
+6345-982-9482

             TARLAC

 Slimmer’s World Int’l 
2F Times Square Bldg., SBFZ
+6347-252-6514                           

Sports Values, Inc. 
ramcut@pldtdsl.net
+6347-252-9069              

Starland Properties, Inc. 
(Subic Holiday Villas)
+6347-252-7973
Subic Bay Golf & Country Club  
+6347-252-1588 loc 105                     
Subic Bay Marine Exploratorium 
(Ocean Adventure / Camayan 
Beach)
+6347-252-9000

Subic Bay Sports Mgmt, Inc. 
beeyong@subicbaytennis.com
+6347-252-2885 to 86 

Subic Bay Yacht Club 
Rizal Hiway, SBFZ
+6347-252-1001                            

Subic Boardwalk Inn     
bwinn@info.com.ph
+6347-252-2893               
 
Subic Family Land  
Group 3, Ilanin Forest, SBFZ
+6347-252-8269   

Subic Homes / Blue Mountain Café  
56-A Lanzones St., Binictican, SBFZ
+6347-252-1907                   

Subic International Hotel                          
sales@subichotel.com
+6347-252-2222     

Subic Legend Hotels  
www.subiclegend.com
+6347-252-9457       

Subic Majestic Hotel 
CBD Area, SBFZ
+6347-252-5136 to 37                                          

Subic Media Net 
+6347-252-1843  
bedimayuga@yahoo.com 

Subic Park Hotel 
Moonbay Marina, Waterfront Rd.
+6347-252-2092
                             

Rali’s Bar and Grill  
Subic Bay Freeport Zone
+6347-252-1147

Rama Mahal 
Indian Cuisine 
+6347-252- 3663

Ritz Tropical Spa  
Rizal Hiway, SBFZ
+6347-252-3342 / 3346

Royal Duty Free Shops, Inc. 
Bldg. 1109, Palm St., SBFZ
+6347-252-3258                         

Seahorse Tours & Souvenirs 
www.seahorsetours.com   
+6347-252-5617 

Segye IRC 
Grande Island Terminal, SBFZ
+6347-252-3241                          

Sibil Bar and Restaurant 
Lot 2 Blk 4 Moonbay Marina
+6347-252-1488

Signature Brands 
Subic Bay Freeport Zone
+632-915-2911

Tender Touch Enterprises 
Bldg. 640,Rm. E, 
Sampson St.,SBFZ

The Bay Magazine 
kevinhamdorf@photographer.net
+6347-252-7821
 
Tree Top Adventure 
treetopadventure@yahoo.com
+6347-252-9425 / 27  

Vista Marina 
Moonbay Marina, Waterfront Rd.
sales@vmhotel.com

Winstar Transport Services 
Bldg. 1124 Argonaut H-way
+6347-252-5106   

Zoobic Safari 
www.zoobic.com.ph
+6347-252-2272

Admiral - Barbara’s 
17 Anonas St., West Bajac Bajac
+632-527-3893
Aeroflite Airways Corp. 
+632-831-0962  
aeroflite_aviation@yahoo.com

ANA Int’l Placement 
+632-404-2595

Anne Raquel’s Hotel 
1 Magsaysay Drive,  Olongapo
+6347-224-2283                        

Anne Raquel’s Mountain Resort 
National Hi-way New Cabalan
+6347-224-2283                                 

April Mae Pawnshop  
1960 Rizal Ave., East Bajac Bajac, 
+6347-222-6021

Arizona Int’l Hotel 
#47 Nat’l Hi-way, Bo. Barretto
+6347-224-4557
Ayala Land Premier 
+632-759-4715

Bataan Tourism Council 
Capitol Grounds, Bataan
+6347-237-4785  

Brew’s Bistro 
(Willi’s Bar & Jax Comedy Bar)
+6347-223-3588/1682

By The Sea Resort 
Bo. Barretto, Olongapo City
+6347-222-2888 / 4346             

Casino Filipino (PAGCOR) 
Magsaysay Drive, Olongapo +6347-
222-4565 to 66                        

Choa’s For Everything 
Olongapo City

City Spa 
#51 Magsaysay Drive, Olongapo 
+6347-223-1682

Contisa Corporation 
Rizal Ave., East Bajac Bajac
+6347-222-5301                

Cosmetiderm 
Olongapo City

Gawang Gapo Products 
City Livelihood Office 2nd Floor
+6347-222-5401 / 2661

Goldilock’s Bakeshop 
1 Magsaysay Drive, Olongapo
+6347-224-2283  

Greg’s Waterworld 
0920-920-7313

Blue Note Jazz Café 
Rizal Hiway, SBFZ

Carcon Upper Mau Inn 
Subic Bay Freeport Zone

Casa Kalayaan Learning Center 
5144 Argonaut Hi-way, West 
Kalayaan
+6347-252-1951

Courtyard Inn 
Waterfront Road, SBFZ
+6347-252-2366 /courtyard@
subictel.com

Days Inn Suites 
8271, Bohol St., SBFZ
+6347-252-9864 to 65 

DFS Inc. 
Bldg. 332, Burgos St., SBFZ 
+6347-252-3719 / 524

El Kabayo Riding Stable 
1411, El Kabayo Road, SBFZ
+632-852-3117
Eush’s Sports Shack 
Subic Bay Freeport Zone

Extremely Expresso 
Sta. Rita Road cor Dewey Ave., 
SBFZ
+6347-252-3681 / 7642    

Food  & Beverages Subic, Inc. 
Bldg. 1143 Rizal cor. Argonaut Hi-way
+6347-252-5118  

Freeport Services Corporation 
Bldg. 710, SBFZ
+6347-252-1792

Global Terminals & Dev’t., Inc. 
Bldg 12-P, SRF Area, SBFZ
+6347-252-5951 / 7064  

Grand Leisure Hotel 
Waterfront Road. Subic
+6347-252-2764

Grande Island Resort 
Waterfront Rd., SBFZ
+632-688-7300

Interisland Travel and Tours 
Bldg. 281, Aguinaldo St., CBD
+6347-252-5136 
International Freeport Traders 
Bldg. 640 Burgos St., SBFZ
+632-813-5668 

Kainan sa Puno 
Subic Bay Freeport Zone 
+6347-252-3781

Les Belles Filipinas 
Performing Arts
+6347-825-4873

MBK Grand Leisure Hotel 
Lot MC-9, Waterfront Rd.
+6347-252-2764

Meat Plus Café 
Bldg 65, Sampson Rd., SBFZ
+6347-252-6090                                           

Mountain Woods  Hotel 
Entremedor St., West Kalayaan
+6347-252-1985                                     

Networxx Jetsports 
Waterfront Road, SBFZ
+6347-252-3469                          

Pier One 
Moonbay Marina, SBFZ 
+6347-252-7098                            
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NORTH LUZON map

North  Philippines tourism  Expo 2009

From left ro right: Anne Datu of SM City Clark, Atty Charito Planas of Nayong Pilipino, Gov. Bellaflor Castillo of Aurora, 
Gov. Ed Panlilio of Pampanga, Undersecretary Lorelei Fajardo, Presidential ASst for Central Luzon, DOT Undersecretary 
Oscar Palabyab, Baguio City Mayor Reinaldo Bautista Jr. , DOT Region 2 Director Bless Diwa.

NORTHBOUND NEWS

OTHERS

Burger King NLEX  
Shell Station, Balagtas, Bulacan

Chris Sports   
SM Marilao, SM Pampanga, 
SM Baguio, SM Clark
www.chrissports.net

Pancake House 	
Robinson’s Tarlac
+6345-985-1348

Tri Gold Catering Services 
Sto. Cristo St. Cub cub, Capas	
+6345-925 0158

Urdu Restaurant & Bakeshop 	
71 P. Burgos St. Poblacion
+6345-982-2981 

RPC Travels & Tours 
La Maja Rica Business Center
+6345-611 2178

Hi-Tech 	
Sunrise Subd., Maliwalo
+6345-982-0505

Ian Gacutan Photography 
Salud Subd., Poblacion 1, Gerona
+6345-608 0235

mytarlac.com 
+6345-982 0403
godfreykarol@yahoo.com

Arlyn Angel Orchestra Inc. 
Capitol Villas, Carangian
 +6345-800 1946

Fersal Hotel 
Makati*Manila*Quezon City
(02) 912-2691

Pancake House 	
BGH Rotunda, Kisad Road, 
Baguio City
+6374-446-1285

Pancake House 	
Ground Level SM City Clark
 +6345-499-0275

Pancake House 	
8 Waves Hotel  and Waterpark, 
Bulacan
+6344-766-6851

Pancake House 	
Petron, Bocaue
(NLEX - Southbound)
+6344-984-3247

Pancake House  
Petron, Marilao (Bldg. 2, Petron 
Express Center 1) +6344-975-1881

Petron Bocaue (Southbound)  
Bulacan

Petron Marilao (Northbound)  
Bulacan

Petron Lakeshore (Northbound)  
Pampanga

Pugad Dencio’s 
G/F Robinson’s Starmills
+6345-875-1212

Pugad Dencio’s 
SM City Baguio
Lunetal Hills, Upper Session Rd.

Microtel Inn and Suites 
Cabanatuan, Nueva Ecija

Microtel Inn and Suites 
Luisita Industrial Park, Tarlac
+6345-985-1770

Teriyaki Boy 
Petron, Marilao 
(NLEX - Southbound)
+6344-975-1881

Teriyaki Boy 
SM City Baguio
+6374-619-7714




